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The Christian and His Lord 
By Percy Pemberton 
John 15:1-17 


Y LORD I love, my Lord I serve, 
With gladness all the day, 
And when,He gives some task to do, 
I cannot say Him nay, 
For I am His, and He is mine; 
Together we abide. 
My Lord, my love, and whom I serve, 
My Saviour crucified ! 


When Satan comes with cunning arts, 
Despicable and mean, 
To separate my Lord and me, 
To drive a wedge between 
The fellowship so dear to me, 
And which for years has been, 
Why, then upon His grace and love 
And mighty power I lean. 


Jesus, having loved His own, 
He loved them to the end, 
So ever on this sea of life 
I know that He’s my Friend. 
He'll keep me safe, whate’er betide, 
Until my journey’s end. 
Why should I ever be cast down 
With such a precious Friend! 


“ 
God's Hand in the War 


There have been many evidences 
of God’s intervention in this present 
war. Some of the most recent have 
come from the Normandy coast. In 
the Saturday Evening Post (Aug. 12), 
C. H. Forester describes vividly the vital 


part played by the British and United 
States navies. Here and there in his 
masterly article he records incidents be- 
hind which the Christian reader can 
scarcely help seeing the hand of God. 
“It was a blustery overcast night when 
the warships crossed the Channel,” he 
writes. “No German plane detected the 
monstrous force as it was on its way 
—the low clouds were a help in that 
respect . . .” (Who can control the 
clouds?) When “the armies of the 
United Nations came sweeping ashore 
like a tidal wave ... the dark rain 
squalls which swept over the battle- 
field, hampering though they might be 
to the landing craft, were useful at this 
vital moment. Darkening the sky, the 
squalls made it possible to see the stab- 
bing pin points of fire which marked 
where machine guns opened up from 
villas and gorse patches.” And then 
again, focusing his narrative on one ves- 
sel, he writes: “One of the American 
battle ships . . . was under fire for nine 
hours without being hit, thanks to the 
way her captain handled her.” With 
the aid of an aerial observer her 14-inch 


“ 


The Prize Contest Articles 


given a prominent place in the 

press during the last two or three 
years, and the appalling facts made 
known by J. Edgar Hoover and others 
cannot be denied. But, knowing the 
public’s morbid relish for the sensa- 
tional, the newspapers and magazines 
play up the sordid and revolting crimes 
of the young, and pass by the steady, 
faithful, and successful work which is 
being carried on continually by the Sun- 
day schools throughout our land. 

A cross section of this splendid work 
is revealed by the more than seventy 
articles which came from nineteen states 
and Canada as a result of the announce- 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“And if any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). 
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guns silenced a German battery of four 
6-inch guns which had been trained upon 
her. Without detracting in any way 
from the captain’s skill, is it not likely 
that there was more than that’ in the 
battleship’s escape? Such incidents 
played an important part in winning the 
victory. As Mr. Forester clearly shows, 
the way was paved for the successful 
invasion by many months of careful 
preparation, which included great piles 
of typewritten instructions, exceptionally 
careful timing, the assembling and man- 
euvering of the greatest fleet of all time, 
and the co-operation of the armies, 
navies, and air forces of two nations. 
But surely there was something more, 
for can we not see in the particular 
incidents and in the execution of the 
whole gigantic plan God’s hand moving 
in answer to the prayers of His people? 
We may well say with the Psalmist, 
“Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, 
and for thy truth’s sake” (115:1). It is 
a time for thanksgiving, and for renewed 
humbling of ourselves before God, and 
continued and earnest prayer for victory. 


% 


ment of the prize contest made two 
months ago in the Times (July 29). The 
manuscripts. submitted on the eight 
topics in the announcement give encour- 
aging evidence of self-sacrificing and 
loving labor. The following are the titles 
of the winning articles and the names of 
the prize winners: 


Increasing Attendance 
Mrs. W. S. BEARDSHAW, LAKE Park, FLA. 


How I Teach the Lesson 
Mary K. Pittman, Mowetr, Mo. 


How I Get Attention in Ciass 
Rutu F. Butter, Hittsipe, N. J. 


Following Up Absentees 
Rut E. Dow, Bucksport, MAINE 


Memorizing Scripture 
VIVIAN D. GUNDERSON, FERNDALE, Wasi. 


How I Get My Pupils to Study . 
the Lesson at Home 
Mrs. Ciirrorp Miter, Creszon, Iowa 
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Only a few articles were submitted 
on the two other topics, “Providing Sub- 
stitute Teachers,” and “Arranging for 
Special Day Programs,” but none of 
these fulfilled the requirements for 
prizes. 


Three of the prize-winning articles 
are published in this issue. The Tumes 
would have been glad to publish the six 
best articles in this special number, but 
the paper shortage has made it impos- 
sible. 


All of the manuscripts were read by 
one or more of the Editors, and the three 
Editors gave very careful consideration 
to candidates for the prizes. In judging 
these, several factors were taken into 
account, among which were the follow- 
ing: the writers carefully observed the 
rules of the contest, they wrote clearly 
and correctly, they spoke out of prac- 
tical experience, and the plans or 
methods they described could readily be 
adopted by other Sunday schools. Pref- 
erence was not given to any writer be- 
cause of his or her name or position, 
but the manuscripts were judged on 
their own merits. In addition to the 
prize-winning articles, a considerable 
number of the other manuscripts have 
been accepted and will be published in 
later issues. It is possible that most of 
these articles may be issued later in 
book form by The Sunday School Times 
Company, and if this is done, announce- 
ment will be made in the TrmEs. 


A few words: should be said for the 
benefit of those who will be disappointed 
when the postman hands them a long 
envelope containing the- manuscripts 
over which they worked so hard. Some 
were returned because the writers tried 
to cover too much, instead of keeping to 
one topic; some contained good material, 
but were not well written; in some cases 
the writers did not observe the rules of 
the contest, which were carefully stated 
in the announcement, though none was 
rejected for this reason alone; and others 
were made up of generalities, perhaps 
true enough, but rather obvious, and not 
unusual. The Editors have accepted 
what they consider the best manuscripts 
from the large number submitted, and 
some have been sent back to the writers 
not because of any serious defects, but 
because they were not among the best. 


Some of the letters that came with the 
manuscripts were unusual, and showed 
the loyalty of Tres readers as well as 
their keen interest in Sunday school 
work. Here are a few extracts: 


It has been a pleasure to participate in 
the contest mentioned in your publication 
of Tue Sunpay Scnoot Times of July 
twenty-ninth. 


I trust the Lord may be able to use it 
to help others. In all my years of Sun- 
Gay school experience I have endeavored 
to watch othérs and adapt the best 
methods used by them. I believe I have 
enjoyed more success along the lines sug- 
gested in my article, and therefore pass it 
on for what it may be worth. 
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Enclosed please find our eighth and last 
contribution to your wonderful prize con- 
test. . 


The F—— family take to Sunday school 
work, every one of us, like a “duck to 
water.” However, my husband is not 
superintending a school at this particular 
time; he is having a much-needed rest. 


We work together, often write our little 
articles together, and we find great joy 
in the work, so it is needless to say that 
it has been fun to work together in this 
way on our contributions to this inter- 
esting contest. 

Thanking you for the privilege of en- 
tering this writing game, and assuring you 
that THe Sunpay Scuoot Tres is one of 
our most needful factors in owr werk, we 
are, etc. 


Tue Sunpay Scnoo.t Tres is a real source 
of inspiration and help to me in my teach- 
ing and young people’s work. I have used 
with success many of the ideas contrib- 
uted by others, and look forward with 
much interest to the results of this contest. 
The Editors wish to thank the writers 

of the articles submitted for their co- 
operation in this contest, and regret the 
necessity of disappointing any of the 
participants. The Editorial safe is now 
exceptionally well stocked with valuable 
articles on many phases of Sunday school 
work. And these are in addition to the 
many fine articles and series that have 
been accumulating during recent months 
and which will be given to TmmeEs readers 
in 1945. 


Notes on Open Letters 


When Base Men Rule 


Referring to Daniel 4:17, a New Jer- 
sey reader asks: 


If God sets up the basest of rulers some- 
times, why should Christian citizens join 
in a revolt against such rulers? 


The passage in question occurs in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s account of his dream, 
and reads as follows: “This matter is 
by the decree of the watchers, and the 
demand by the word of the holy ones: 
to the intent that the living may know 
that the most High ruleth in the king- 
dom of men, and giveth it to whomso- 
ever he will, and setteth up over it the 
basest of men.” 


This text does present a difficuit prob- 
lem, but perhaps some light can be shed 
upon it. Evidently the primary meaning 
of the word “basest,” as it is used here, 
is “of low degree,” or “of low station in 
life.” The Companion Bible margin 
gives it as “lowest.” Rotherham trans- 
lates: “one low among men.” Jamieson, 
Fausset and Brown have this comment: 

The lowest in condition (1 Sam. 2:8; Luke 

1:52). It is not one’s talents, excellency, 

or noble birth. but God’s will, which ele- 

vates to the throne. Nebuchadnezzar 
abased to the dunghill, and then restored, 


was to have in himself as experimental 
proof of this (v. 37). 
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1 Samuel 2:8 is a very pertinent text: 
“He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, 
and lifteth up the beggar from the dung- 
hill, to set them among princes, and to 
make them inherit the throne of glory: 
for the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, 
and he hath set the world upon them”; 
also Luke 1:52: “He hath put down the 
mighty from their seats, and exalted 
them of low degree.” Another parallel 
passage is Psalm 75:6, 7: “For promo- 
tion cometh neither from the east, nor 
from the west, nor from the south. But 
God is the judge: he putteth down one, 
and setteth up another.” 

As usual, Matthew Henry gives help 
at this point. He writes: 

He advances men to power and do- 
minion that little expected it, and crosses 
the projects of the ambitious and aspire 
ing. Sometimes he sets up the basest of 


men, and serves his own purposes by 
them. He sets up mean men, as David 


from the sheepfold; he raises the poor out - 


of the dust, to set them among princes, 
Psa. 118:7, 8. Nay, sometimes he sets up 
bad men, to be a scourge to a provoking 
people. Thus he can do, thus he may do, 
thus he often does, and gives not account 
of any of his matters. By humbling Nebu- 
chadnezzar it was designed that the liv- 
ing should be made to know this. The 
dead know it, that have gone to the world 
of spirits, the world of retribution; they 
know that the Most High rules; but the 
living must be made to know it and lay 
it to heart, that they may make their 
peace with God before it be too late. 


It is evident in Scripture that God 
permits or directly orders great trials 
to chasten His own people and bring 
them back to Himself, or to punish the 
nations of the world. He allowed Phar- 
aoh to rule, but there came a day when 
the Israelites could no longer be subject 
to him, and God enabled then? to get out 
from under His power. In Isaiah is-this 
striking prophecy: 


“O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and 
the staff in their hand is mine indigna- 
tion. I will send him against an hypo- 
critical nation, and against the people of 
my wrath will I give him a charge, to 
take the spoil, and to take the prey, and 
to tread them down like the mire of the 
streets. Howbeit he meaneth not 60, 
neither doth his heart think so; but it is 
in his heart to destroy and-cut off nations 
not a few. . ... Wherefore it shall come 
to pass, that when the Lord hath per- 
formed his whole work upon mount Zion 
and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit 
of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, 
and the glory of his high looks. . . . Shall 
the axe boast itself against him that hew- 
eth therewith? or shall the saw. magnify 
itself against him that shaketh it? as if 
the rod should shake itself against them 
that lift it up, or as if the staff should 
lift up itself, as if it were no wood. There- 
fore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, and 
among his fat ones leanness; and under 
his glory he shall kindle a burning like 
the burging of a fire. And the light of 
Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy 
One for a flame: and # shall burn and 
devour his thorns and his briers in one 
day. . . . And it shall come to pass in 
that day, that the remnant of Israel, and 
such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, 
shall no more again’ stay upon him-that 

(Continued on page 713) 
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Memorizing Scripture 


How to do one of the most impotent tasks of the Sunday school 


By VIVIAN D. GUNDERSON 


OBODY was looking. The small 
boy reached out his hand to take 
something that was not his. Just 

then, the words flashed into his mind, 
“Thou God seest me” (Gen. 16:13). Im- 
mediately his hand dropped to his side, 
and he hastily left the room. The Word 
of God had kept him from sin (Psa. 
119:11). 

Every once in a while we come across 
someone, who previously accepted Christ 
as Saviour, yet who is now entangled 


.in one of the Christ-denying “isms” of 


the day. It would seem impossible for 
a saved person to join a group which 
denies the deity of Christ or some other 
fundamental doctrine. Yet too often this 
is the case. What is the matter? These 
never learned the Scriptures which 
would have established them in the 
truth. 

A Christian girl was talking to one 
of her friends about her soul, The 
friend replied, “Oh, I know I haven't 
been as perfect as I might have been, 
but I have turned over a new leaf. From 
now on I am going to be as good as gold.” 
Quickly. the Christian girl quoted, “God 
requireth that which is past” (Eccles. 
3:15). This verse ultimately led to her 
friend’s conversion. Memorizing Scrip- 
ture is essential to soul-winning. 

It is our business so to ground our 
children in the truth that they cannot 
be turned aside by false doctrine. We 
must teach them the great principles of 
Christian ‘living and arm them with 
Scriptures so that they will be able to 
witness for their Lord. 


What Scripture Shall We Teach? 


Having seen why our children need to 
memorize the Word of God, the next 
question is what to teach them. The 
verses taught should be selected care- 
fully and prayerfully, bearing in mind 
that they should (1) give them the fun- 
damentals of the faith; (2) help them 
to grow in grace and to be kept from 
sin; and (3) give them Scriptures to 
use in dealing with others. (It will be 
seen that we are speaking of Christian 
children. As soon as a new child comes 
we endeavor to lead him to Christ.) 
The Scripture Catechism Memory Course 
was prepared in an effort to answer 
the question “What to teach,” but this 
article is not designed to advertise a 
particular memory course, but to stimu- 
late Bible memorizing. However, it is 
necessary to determine exactly what 
verses to teach. We must have a defi- 
nite plan if we are to get anywhere. 

When should Bible verses be memo- 
rized? Unhesitatingly we answer, “In 
the Sunday school period.” Assigning 


memory work to be learned at home is 
splendid, and the larger per cent of our 
pupils we can get to do this the better. 
But it seems impossible to get one hun- 
dred per cent of our scholars to memo- 
rize at home. For this reason the mini- 
mum requirements should be taught in 
the Sunday school, and special honor 
be given those who learn extra passages 
on the outside. 

The first step in memorization is to 
present the verse in such a way. that 
it will have real meaning for the child. 
Something which is understood is 
learned much more easily than some- 
thing which has no meaning to us. Fur- 
thermore, the Scriptures we teach were 
chosen for the thought, so naturally that 
should have first consideration. Strangely 
enough this is sometimes neglected. 
The Value of Repetition 

Two bright little girls were playing 
a game together on the floor. Their 
mother told them to put the game away 
so she could set the table. They con- 
tinued playing. Again she told them to 
put the game away. They continued 
playing. Her command was repeated 
several times without any effect what- 
soever. Knowing that the children were 


taken faithfully to Sunday school /the 


visitor finally said, “I wonder if either 
of you can say a verse that starts, ‘Chil- 
dren, obey.’” Immediately both chil- 
dren recited it and then went on with 
their game. There was no trace of em- 
barrassment visible. Evidently the words 
repeated had no reference in their minds 
to their present disobedience. 

Some Sunday schools present the verse 
for the day in opening exercises (see 
“Making Opening Exercises Count,” 
Sunpay Scuoo. Times, Sept. 4, 1943), 
and then finish teaching it in class. 
Others both present and teach the verse 
in class. The more interestingly a verse 
is presented, the more readily the chil- 
drerr will learn it. A story may be told 
showing how this particular verse 
brought a living message to someone. If 
it is possible to repeat the verse several 
times in the course of the story, so much 
the better. The flannelgraph or an ob- 
ject lesson lends special interest. Even 
a talk, if short and pointed, can be used 
for presentation. Having related music 
is a help also. 

No matter how interesting the pres- 
entation it is usually necessary to have 
some drill before it is firmly fixed in 
their memories. But there are enough 
flifferent methods of drilling so that it 
need not be tiresome. 

One good way is to let the class re- 
peat the first part of the verse five times 
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in unison, once for each finger. (Younger 
pupils take great delight in holding each 
finger in turn while doing this.) Then 
each child says that part alone. Next 
all recite the second part in the same 
way, that is, together five times, then 
separately. The next step is to put the 
two pieces together and do it the same 
way, and so on till the whole passage is 
learned. If it is long it may take sev- 
eral Sundays. Never take a new verse 
until everyone in the class of normal 
mentality can say the former one alone. 
Those learning faster can work on some 
special assignment while the teacher 
helps the slower ones. 


Visual Helps and Variety of Method 

Children old enough to read should 
always see the verse as well as hear it, 
for thus it is impressed upon the mind 
through two avenues. The verse can 
be read in the Bible, on a card,’or from 
the blackboard. If it is put on the black- 
board in thought divisions it will be 
easier to learn than if it is written just 
any way. For instance, 


“For the wages of sin is death; 
but 

the gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord,” 


is easier to learn than, “For the wages 
of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” 

Several other methods of memorizing 
furnish a pleasing variety. (1) Writ- 
ing the verse on the blackboard before 
class, then letting different members of 
the class take turns erasing a word 
while the rest read it until every word 
is erased. (2) Underlining important 
words with colored chalk. Having chil- 
dren look at it a minute or two, then 
see if they can saw it with eyes closed. 
(3) Illustrating or having children illus- 
trate it. (4) Silent studying to see who 
can write it out first without looking. 

Children who are too young to read 
or write enjoy saying a verse standing 
up, sitting down, facing the back of the 
room, and so forth. 

References should be repeated both 
before and after each verse, as they 
need twice as much drill to be retained. 
Children should frequently find the 
verse from “its address,” that is, its ref- 
erence. 

After verses have been taught, they 
need to be reviewed regularly. Each 
class’ repertoire of verses should be re- 
viewed as frequently as possible in the 
Sunday school. And even &t parties 
children like to have Bible verse con- 
tests. A list of references may be pro- 
vided and a little prize given to the one 
able to write correctly the largest num- 
ber of verses. Again, the verses may 
be given and the children asked to give 
the references only. They may find 
their partners by matching two halves 
of a verse. The oftener we can bring 
a verse into a child’s mind the more 
permanently it will be impressed there. 
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No matter how excellent a Sunday 
school is in every other respect, if it 
neglects Bible memory work it is not 
doing its best for the pupils. They need 


Increasing Attendance 
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to have the very words of God planted 
securely in their memories if they are 
to become all that God wants them to be. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


Getting the right teachers and putting the children to work 


OMEONE has said, “A Christian must 

either go forward or backward; there 
is no standing still.” So it is with a 
Sunday school, and usually the cause 
for lack of growth is the same with 
both Christian and Sunday school, 
namely, lack of spiritual food. 


The condition of most of the Sunday 
schools of today is cause for great con- 
cern among earnest Christian leaders, 
and many are asking, “What can be 
done to fill these empty seats and bring 
our boys and girls back to the Sunday 
school?” There are many plans, con- 
tests, and methods of increasing attend- 
ance, but none of them will be of last- 
ing help unless the underlying cause of 
lack of interest and poor attendance 
is first looked into and corrected. Al- 
most without exception the trouble lies 
with the teachers. Every one who goes 
to Sunday school, whether voluntarily 
or of compulsion, wants to receive some- 
thing interesting, vital, and attractive 
after he arrives. If he is disappointed 
one Sunday he loses interest; two Sun- 
days, and he becomes discouraged; three 
Sundays, and he no longer cares even 
to go—and how few, how alarmingly 
few teachers there are who really study 
their pupils and their lessons, and many 
do not even know Christ as their Sav- 
iour. If the blind lead the blind the 
way is indeed dark and hopeless. 


If a superintendent wishes to see his 
Sunday school grow he must first of 
all look to his teachers. To put in just 
anyone willing to teach does not work 
any better in Sunday school than it 
would in the public schools, and, after 
all, the Sunday school teacher’s task is 
just as important as that of the day 
school teacher, for he is preparing 
souls for eternal life. And yet, because 
it is voluntary work, the efficiency of 
the Sunday school teacher is often be- 
low that even of the pupils. Teacher 
training classes, correspondence courses, 
the provision of inspiring lesson study 
material, and careful questioning as to 
faith and practice before assignment to 
a class have proved means of securing 
efficient teachers. However, even with 
a good teaching staff, new measures of 
increasing attendance are often needed 
and welcomed. ae 

Upon moving into a new community 
about two years ago we found a nice 
adult Sunday school, but only three chil- 
dren in the Junior Department. I later 


By MRS. W. S. BEARDSHAW 


discovered that there were over twenty . 


children on the roll who had dropped out 
because of the irregularity of an un- 
trained teacher not adapted to the teach- 
ing of children, and, as one little boy 
expressed it, “I don't like to come to 
Sunday school because they sing so 
slow.” (Opening exercises for adults 
and children were combined.) 


When asked to “try to do something 
with the children,” I realized new inter- 
est must be created somehow to make 
them want to come to Sunday school, for 
here as elsewhere we were confronted 
with the parent as well as the child 
problem. 


The first thing I did was to call on 
them personally and invite them to a 
party. Their response was most encour- 
aging, and on this occasion I took the 
opportunity to discuss plans for the 
future, explaining that we were to have 
our own opening exercises with songs, 
stories, and pictures especially for the 
children. 


The following Sunday sixteen chil- 
dren came, and with them some delin- 
quent parents whose interest and con- 
science had been revived... As an 
incentive to return we gave each child 
an attendance ticket as he passed into 
the auditorium for closing exercises. 
(These attendance tickets may be pur- 
chased from any good Sunday school 
supply house.) As soon as the children 
have saved four small tickets they re- 
turn them to the secretary and are given 
a larger ticket. This continues until 
they haye saved four larger tickets, 
which they may exchange for a booklet. 
When they have saved four booklets, 
which requires about seventy-two Sun- 
days of attendance, they are exchanged 
for a Bible or some nice substantial gift 
which they may keep. This old and 
practical system helps greatly to encour- 
age a steady attendance. But to increase 
the attendance we introduced an “Honor 
Roll for Workers,” which idea came as a 
result of my own success in calling for 
children and bringing them to Sunday 
school. Children as well as grown-ups 
are eften timid about going into a 
strange Sunday school. Sometimes per- 
haps they are just out of the habit of 
attending, and all they need is to know 
that someone is interested in them and 
really wants them to attend. 


After inviting and offering to call for 
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them the following Sunday morning the 
response has often been, “If you care 
enough to come by for me I will be 
ready when you call.” This should be 
repeated for three Sundays, when 
scholars will have formed the habit of 
attending and will have become inter- 
ested enough to go by themselves. 


The “Honor Roll for Workers” encour- 
aged the children in this type of mis- 
sionary work. On this roll was placed 
the name of each child as he brought a 
new member or brought back someone 
who had been absent the Sunday before. 
To emphasize the requirement of call- 
ing in person for their prospects we 
asked each new member or absentee to 
stand while the one who brought him 
was given the pleasure of placing a little 
candle sticker on the honor roll after his 
name. As the rows of candles grew the 
children were more quick to note the 
absentees each Sunday and remind them 
during the week that they would be 
called for the next Sunday. If two chil- 
dren called for the same absentee a 
sticker was given to each child. To 
hold their interest further we tried to 
make the most of special days, for chil- 
dren love to be in programs, Frequent 
parties also help to keep them faithful 
and interested in their Sunday school. 
It wasn’t long before we had three 
classes and three teachers instead of 
three lonely children in the Junior De- 
partment. 


If these teachers are as faithful as 
the one described by Dr. Will H. Hough- 
ton in his little poem “My Teacher,” how 
the Sunday school will continue to 
grow! 


A Sunday school teacher, 
I don’t know his name. 
A wonderful preacher 
Who never found fame. 
So faithful, so earnest 
When I was a boy — 
He stuck to his task 
Tho’ I tried to annoy. 
He never was missing, 
In cold or in heat, 
A smile his face lighted 
The moment we'd meet. 
He taught by example 
As well as by word, 
This splendid old teacher 
Who honored his Lord. 
He helped my young life 
More than ever he knew. 
Later years I remembered 
And tried to be true. 

I suppose he has gone now 
To join Heaven’s ranks, 
May it be my good fortune 

Some day to say, “Thanks.” 


LAKE Park, FLA. 
ye 
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How | Teach the Lesson 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Leading scholars to know and love the Written and the Living Word 


By MARY K. PITTMAN 


HAVE discovered in my Sunday 

school teaching that when the lesson 
is presented with definite purposes in 
mind, the work will be much more 
effective than haphazard effort. The fol- 
lowing aims, I believe, reveal the pur- 
pose of Christian education in any Sun- 
day school class. (1) To instill within the 
minds of the pupils a knowledge of the 
Bible, together with a growing interest 
in Bible study. (2) To make practical 
application of all Sunday school lessons 
to the lives of the pupils. (3) To gen- 
erate within the hearts of the pupils, 
after they are saved, a sincere devotion 
to Christ and an active enthusiasm for 
Christ’s cause. 

In my work with Juniors I find it ad- 
vantageous at the beginning to obtain 
their attention by telling them a brief 
story that illustrates some truth in the 
lesson, by having them make a mental 
list of certain things to look for in our 
study, or by making a brief application 
to their own lives to be discussed later, 
but for them to think about as we go 
along. . 

One of the first methods of instilling 
Biblical knowledge and of stimulating 
interest in further study is to insist that 
the pupils bring their Bibles to class 
and to see that they use them. Before 
engaging in detailed study, I have the 
members follow or join in the reading 
of the entire lesson passage. This serves 
as an introduction to those who may not 
have studied the lesson and as a re- 
view for those who have. 

After this preliminary reading it is 
usually necessary to explain the geo- 
graphical setting (maps are useful at 
this time), to give something of the 
historical background, and then to go 
over the verses again in the light of 
our new knowledge, at the same time 
searching out the meaning of difficult 
passages, noticing points of interest, and 
finding what the relationship of the les- 
son is to other parts of the Bible. 

In studying a particular subject or 
doctrine, explaining a type, or in any 
way comparing and showing the rela- 
tionship of various parts of the Bible, I 
have the pupils find and read different 
,verses. This fulfills the double purpose 
of familiarizing the student with the 
content and use of the Bible, and of help- 
ing him to see the continuity and com- 
plete consistency of its teachings. The 
person who is instructed in “rightly di- 
viding the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15) 
will have little difficulty with so-called 
contradictions. 

After thoroughly acquainting my 
pupils with the context and its back- 
ground, I delve deeply into the practical 


application, for without reaching the 
present lives and immediate needs of 
people, the Sunday school lesson is likely 
to become a dead language. 

Comparisons, spiritual and literal, are 
invaluable in causing the lesson to be 
vibrantly alive. 

I once substituted in a class of In- 
termediate girls who at first displayed 
no interest whatever in the lesson. Our 
study was the experience of Gideon, 
who, in obedience to Jehovah’s com- 
mand, chose three hundred Israelites to 
fight the battle against the Midianites. 
The girls’ attitude was that of the typi- 
cal high school history class, “What does 
all this have to do with us?” However, 
when I pointed out the parallels with 
our lives today, they became wide 
awake. At first we talked about the 
present literal war. I showed the class 
that ships, planes, guns, and men alone 
could not win, but that God, as in Old 
Testament times, will undertake only for 
those who put their trust in Him. Then 
we talked of the spiritual battle being 
waged against Satan in the lives of 
Christians, and I reminded the girls that 
in ourselves we are unable to conquer 
the forces of evil, but that through our 
very weakness, God delights to use His 
strength. 

Illustrations in the form of stories or 
incidents are helpful, too, in making the 
application. These may be chosen from 
Christian literature or they may be taken 
from one’s personal experiences and 
those of friends. 

Psychologists teach that the more fac- 
ulties employed in the process of learn- 
ing, the more one learns and later re- 
tains. For this reason I have my pupils 
participate as much as possible in’ the 
lesson study rather than depending en- 
tirely upon me. After having them join 
in reading the lesson, looking up related 
passages of Scripture, and thinking of 
the lesson in the light of their own 
needs, I encourage discussion on the part 
of the individuals by questions directly 
on the lesson, opportunity for personal 
illustration or testimony, or by the use 
of a thought-provoking statement to in- 
cite comment. 

The thought-provoking statement is 
good with almost any age group. For 
example, an excellent statement to use 
in a study of the life of Paul and the 
accompanying consideration of complete 
consecration as was exemplified in his 
life is the following: “The Christian’s 
greatest joy is in letting God possess 
His own property.” Again, in the study 
of disloyalty and its consequences as is 
seen, for instance, in the incident of 
Achan in the camp of the Israelites, the 


* (5) 713 


following is good: “A battleship cannot 
go into action with a mutiny raging on 
board.” 

Always during the class period I try 
to make the way of salvation plain to 
any unsaved’ who may be present. If 
possible I fit such a discussion into the 
heart of the lesson, and this is often very 
appropriate. If it seems best, however, 
I wait until the end and make the 
evangelistic appeal separate and distinct. 

In my teaching, I try to remember 
that my pupils will be moved with love 
for Christ and enthusiasm for His cause 
only in proportion to my own love and 
zeal. If we are completely filled with 
spiritual power ourselves, some of this 
is bound to overflow upon others. 

Personal love and enthusiasm are not, 
of course, sufficient by themselves to pro- 
duce results. The teacher, through study 
and training, must be able to present the 
lesson to his.class in an attractive man- 
ner. A different approach must neces- 
sarily be used with my Juniors, who are 
in the period of hero worship, from that 
which is used with a group of elderly 
people, who look to the Scriptures pri- 
marily for strength and comfort. 

As Sunday school teachers, you and I, 
with the pastor, are the sole agents of 
Christian teaching in the lives of many. 


‘Of late I have tried ceaselessly to think 


of this: Jesus Christ is the greatest 
Power, and His cause is the most mag- 
nificent cause in the world. If believers 
in unworthy ideologies such as Fascism 
and Communism endeavor to produce 
within their followers a loyalty even 
unto death, how dare I as a servant of 
Christ set my goal lower than theirs? 
Monstt, Mo. 


4 
When Base Men Rule 


(Continued from second page) 


smote them; but shall stay upon the Lord, 

the Holy One of Israel, in truth. The 

remnant shall return, even the remnant of 

Jacob, unto the mighty God (Isa. 10:5-21): 

This is quite parallel to Hitler’s des- 
potism and his treatment of the Jews. 
God permitted him to rise to power; but, 
with all due respect to those conscien- 
tious, Christian (not Modernistic) paci- 
fists who believe that the Bible teaches 
that we should never resist evil, it is 
inconceivable to most Christians who 
know, believe, and love their Bibles that 
we should not resist such a government 
as Hitler’s. 

The first step, however, in any right- 
eous revolt against unrighteous govern- 
ment should be humiliation and repent- 
ance before God, a searching of heart 
to discover why He has permitted the 
trials, and an earnest seeking of His 
wisdom and the help of His strong arm. 
When these steps have been taken, and 
He in His infinite wisdom knows that 
the time is ripe, He allows the tide to 
turn. 
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October 7, 1944 


LESSON 4. OCTOBER 22. RELIGION IN EDUCATION 


International Uniform Lesson.—Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Proverbs 9:10; Matthew 7:7-12; Luke 6:39-45,; 2 Timothy 
2:15; printed text, Matthew 7:7-12; Luke 6:39-45 


Golden Text.— Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.—John 8:32 


Kine Janes Version 

Matt. 7:7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 

8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh find- 
eth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 

9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will 
he give him a stone? 

10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 

11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven 
give good things to them that ask him? 

12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the 
prophets. . 


Luke 6:39 And he spake a parable unto them, Can the blind 
lead the blind? Shall they not both fall into the ditch? 

40 The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is 
perfect shall be as his master. 


41 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, 
but perceivest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 

42 E‘tner how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me pull 
out the mote that is in thine eye, when thou thyself beholdest 
not the beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out 
first the beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly 
to pull out the mote that is in thy brother’s eye. 

43 For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth 
a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 

“44 For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns 
men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes. 

45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth 
forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure 
of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abun- 
dance of the heart his mouth speaketh. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission, 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago | 


Approach to the Lesson 


Ts ignorance of the present and the 
rising generations in regard to the. 


great basic principles of Christian- 
ity, as set forth in God’s Word, is ap- 
palling. Where emphasis is placed solely 
on the arts and sciences, to the utter 
neglect of spiritual verities, the results 
are deplorable. More and more, we can 
realize the prime importance of a thor- 
ough grounding, during the formafive 
years of our youth, in the great facts 
of man’s responsibility to God, the di- 
vine law, as set forth in the Scriptures 
and the teachings of our Lord, and the 
inspired writings of the New Testa- 
ment. All this is more, by far, than 
what is sometimes called “religious edu- 
cation.” Religion alone, apart from the 
recognition of an authoritative message 
from God to men, becomes, after all, 
simply a question of one man’s ideas 
regarding the great matters that have 
to do with the soul and its Creator, and 
those of another equally ignorant of that 
revealed truth which alone can give 
freedom from sin, its penalty, and its 
power. What is needed is not simply 
education tinctured by religion, but edu- 
cation based upon the testimony of God, 
as set forth in the Holy Scriptures. It 
is cause for thanksgiving that in these 
days of ever-increasing apostasy there 
still remain excellent preparatory 
schools and colleges of liberal arts where 
the Word of God is taught and where 
it is understood that there can be no 
true understanding of nature and of the 
supernatural where the revelation of 
God in Christ is ignored. 


The Historical Setting 


The different passages on which the 
present lesson is based are taken from 


Deuteronomy, written by Moses, nearly 
1500 B.C.; Proverbs, compiled by Solo- 
mon, 1000 B.C.; the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke, both written early in the 
Christian Era; and Second Timothy, 
Paul’s last letter, written from a prison 
in Rome, shortly before his martyrdom, 
in A.D. 66. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 7:7.—“Ask, ... seek, ... knock.” 
God does answer prayer. This is one 
evidence of the supernaturalism of what 
is commonly called “revealed religion,” 
as distinguished from mere human phi- 
losophy. The word “religion,” which in 
a previous lesson we noticed is too broad 
a term for Christianity itself, is used 
here because it is a convenient expres- 
sion to cover the full setting forth of 
man’s relationship to God as set forth 
in both Old and New Testaments. In 
all past dispensations, as well as in the 
present one, God has been revealed as 
the hearer and answerer of prayer (Psa. 
65:2; Isa. 56:7; Matt. 21:13). It is He 
Himself who invites us to come to Him 
with our petitions, and promises to give 
according to our need (Phil. 4:19). Chil- 
dren should be taught these truths from 
their early years. 


Verse 8.—“Every one that. asketh re- 
ceiveth.” It is not necessarily true that 
we always receive exactly what we ask. 
God reserves to Himself the right to 
answer as His wisdom dictates. But He 
never ignores the cries of His children. 

Verse 9—“What man .. . if his son 
ask bread, will .. . give him a stone?” 
Earthly fathers are considerate of their 
children’s needs and do not ordinarily 
mock them by ignoring their requests 
for food, or by giving something they 
cannot use when they plead for suste- 
nance. 


Verse 10.—“If he ask a fish, will he 
give him a serpent?” Neither will any- 
one with a real father’s heart give that 


which is harmful to a child, but rather 
that which will be for its good. 


Verse 11.—“How much more shall your 
Father which is in heaven give good 
things to them that ask him?” In the 
family, the father should be an example 
of the love and forethought of the 
Heavenly Father, who delights to bless 
His children by. giving to them what 
will be for their lasting blessing. Prayer 
is the appointed means whereby these 
mercies are received. 


Verse 12.—“Whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them.” We call this the Golden Rule. 
It is the very essence of the morality 
of the entire Old Testament, “the law 
and the prophets,” and gives in a sen- 
tence the underlying principle of the 
Christian ethic, 

Luke 6:39.—“Can the blind lead the 
blind?” The question suggests the im- 
portance of right understanding, a 
knowledge and wisdom founded upon 
the truth God has revealed in His Word. 
Apart from this, men grope in the dark 
(Isa. 59:10). Human wisdom is not suf- 
ficient. There is needed that enlighten- 
ment which comes from God only, the 
wisdom that descends from above (Jas. 
3:17). 


Verse 40.—“Every one that is perfect 
shall be as his master.” “Perfect” is 
here used in the sense of “mature.” The 
mature disciple is one who has learned 
from the Master and seeks to follow in 
His path of subjection to God and lowly 
grace toward men. 

Verse 41—‘Why beholdest thou the 
mote ... but perceivest not the beam?” 
It is so easy to make much of the faults 
of others, while being seemingly uncon- 
scious of our own failures. 

Verse 42.—“Cast out first the beam out 
of thine own eye, and then shalt thou 
see clearly.” - Until one has judged the 
sin or hindrances to spiritual progress in 
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his own life, he is in no condition to 
attempt to regulate other people. 

Verse 43.—“A good tree ...a cor- 
rupt tree.” This is a parable from 
nature, designed to impress. upon our 
minds the great truth that we are all 
like trees, either good or bad, and our 
behavior will betray or indicate our true 
character. Goodness and badness are 
used here, as throughout the Book of 
Proverbs, in a relative sense (Prov. 12:2; 
13:22; 14:14). Actually, there is none 
good until changed by regeneration 
(Rom. 3:12). The testimony of the lips 
indicates the state of the heart. 

Verse 44.—“Every tree is known by his 
own fruit.” It is the behavior that indi- 
cates whether a man is upright or 
wicked. Good men delight in purity and 
righteousness. Evil men delight in that 
which is sinful and corrupt. Where grace 
operates in the soul, the good fruit of 
the Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23) will be mani- 
fest in the life. 

Verse 45—“The good treasure ... the 
evil treasure.” The heart is used here 
as indicating the real nature of the man. 
“Out of it are the issues of life” (Prov. 
4:23).. “As he thinketh in his heart, so 
is he” (Prov. 23:7). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


True culture is impossible where God 
is ignored. To know Him and to live 
in fellowship with Him is the most im- 
portant thing in life. It is in the Holy 
Scriptures that He has made known His 
will and revealed to us the plan of re- 
demption. In the Bible, too, He has 
given us instruction as to prayer and 
His readiness to answer. In it also He 
has shown us “the path of life” (Psa. 
16:11). There are references to Scrip- 
tural history, parables and instruction 
permeating all the great literature of 
the world, making it imperative that 
everyone who would even appear well- 
read must be familiar with that greatest 
of all classics, the Word of God. No 
one can be considered an educated per- 
son who is ignorant of the Bible. 


A Lesson Outline 


THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE BIBLE 
THE Basis OF CULTURE 

Home instruction (Deut. 6: 4-6) 
Wisdom based on reverence (Prov. 9:10) 
Prayer, man’s highest privilege (Matt. 

7:'7-12) od 
The light of truth dispels darkness (Luke 

.6: 39-45) 
Importance of Bible study (2 Tim. 2:15) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Mote and the Beam. The two 
words used in this passage stand out in 
vivid. contrast. The word translated 
“mote” signified originally a bit of dry 
twig or straw, such as the wind often 
carries into the human eye, thus caus- 
ing blurred vision and tears until it is 
ejected again. The word for “beam” 
really means a stick of timber, but was 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. October 15.—Jesus’ Understanding of 
Man, 
Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8: Matthew 12:9-21 


Next Week’s Lesson 
5. October 29.—The Christian Motive for 
Living (International Temperance 
Sunday). Psalm 4:5-8; Luke 4:4; 
John 6:35; Romans 12:1, 2; 13:12-14 








used colloquially in the Greek speech 
of our Lord’s days on earth as a syno- 
nym for a splinter, which, though small 
in itself, seems a veritable beam because 
of the pain it causes. In one of the 
papyrus notes found in Egypt some years 
back, a youth writes to his mother tell- 
ing of the suffering he had endured be- 
cause a beam had been driven into his 
thumb underneath the nail. This makes 
clear our Lord’s meaning. No one is fit 
to rebuke another when there is some- 
thing in his own life that is as much 
worse than that which he thinks he de- 
tects in the other, as a beam, or splinter, 
is greater than a mote, or speck of straw. 


Applications and Summaries 


General MacArthur, the hero of the 
Pacific, has said that, no matter’ how 
tired, he never lets a night go by that 
he' does not read the Bible before he 
goes to bed. Let us do the same. 


Another great leader, Major General 
Sir William Dobbie, gives this testimony: 
“I am convinced that God for Christ’s 
sake does still answer prayer, and I be- 
lieve that the recognition of this fact 
was the secret of the spirit, endurance, 
and fortitude shown by so many persons 
in Malta.” . 


Skeptics pride themselves on their in- 
dependence of spirit because they do not 
believe the Bible. General Sir Bernard 
L. Montgomery told a group of officers 
recently, “I read my Bible every day, 
and I recommend you, gentlemen, to 
do the same.” 8 


A knowledge of the Scriptures gives 
one a foundation upon which to build a 
worthy character and to accumulate all 
branches of useful knowledge. 


It is customary in some quarters to 
sneer at those who believe in prayer 
and in the Holy Scriptures, but no one 
ever lost anything by faith in God and 
His Word, while millions have gained 
intellectual and _ spiritual treasures 
thereby beyond all computation. 

CuHIcaco. 

w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments: press, mailing, and 
composing .rooms; subscription, account- 
ing, business, circulation, advertising, 
and editorial departments; for the writers 
of lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HY is an education important? 
2. What is the highest education? 


3. Can a person be truly educated 
without God? 


4. Can you educate people into being 
Christians? 


5. Should a Christian young man or 
woman get a secular education? 


6. Does God really answer prayer, or does 
prayer merely have a reflex action upon the 
one who prays? 


7. Before rebuking another, what should 
I do regarding myself? 


8. What is the source of true wisdom? 
(Answers on page 722) 
we 


The Busy Men’s Commer 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Seeing Eye.”—Can the blind lead 
the blind? (Luke 6:39.) Sometimes in 
the city you will see a man walking the 
pavement with a fine dog at his side. 
The dog will have on a light harness, 
with a rein in the man’s hand. The 
man is blind, and the dog with him has 
been trained to act as his eyes. In fact, 
he is called “The Seeing Eye.” If pos- 
sible, follow the dog and man. Note 
especially how the dog acts when they 
come to a street crossing. The dog stops 
until all is clear, and then he leads his 
blind charge safely across. When you 
see how skillfully he takes his master 
through the crowded street, you will 
feel like taking off your hat to the dog 
family, and ever after love dogs the 
more. Those who train these “Seeing 
Eye” dogs get a good big price for them, 
and we are told the’ demand is greater 
than the supply. It takes time, skill, 
and infinite patience to train a dog as a 
“Seeing Eye.” 

The object of this “Seeing Eye” refer- 
ence is to call attention to the self-evi- 
dent fact that these trainers do not use 
blind dogs. It is only in certain educa- 
tional quarters that “blind” leaders are 
used to guide our boys and girls in the 
crowded way of our modern life with 
its dangerous “crossings” and bucking 
traffic. 

In our schools and colleges are men 
and women who are busily engaged in 
destroying their students’ faith. They 
are stone blind to the fact that prosper- 
ity and godliness go hand in hand, as 
this Corner has proved true time after 
time by facts and figures. 

Some years ago, in company with the 
Hon. William Sweet, governor of Colo- 
rado, we established a Y.M.C.A. at “Old 
Siwash,” my Alma Mater. In spite of 
all this writer’s efforts, the Y.M.C.A. was 
abandoned because of “adverse influence 
in the faculty.” The “blind” professor 
was a faith-destroyer. He even objected 


to the 23rd Psalm. If a teacher was ~ 


“blind” himself, why should he put out 





See 
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the “eyes of faith” of the students who 
sat before him in class? What is it to 
Professor Doubt that one should be a 
Christian? Ask the adversary that walk- 
eth about like a lion! (1 Pet. 5:8.) 


Picking a College—Every tree is 
known by its own fruit (v. 44). Years 
ago a school at West Chester, Pa., was 
famous all over the United States for 
its religious influence. Its principal 
product was schoolteachers. The presi- 
dent of the school was a fine Christian 
educator who was reared on a farm near 
Atglen a few miles west of Coatesville. 
His name was Dr. George M. Phillips. 

The professor of English in this famous 
school was widely known as “Professor 
Green,” and was in great demand as a 
speaker. He had the rare gift of being 
funny and serious at the same time. 

The school was known in popular 
terms as “The Normal” or “West Ches- 
ter Normal.” Parents sent their chil- 
dren to “The Normal” because under 
these men they were usually turned out 
fine Christian men and women. Under 
Prof. Francis H. Green, soul-winning 
was a continued process. I speak ad- 
visedly, as I have been there and had a 
part in the great meetings. 

Dr. George Phillips and Prof. Francis 
Green were Arnold of Rugby, Jimmy 
McCosh of Princeton, and “Mark Hop- 
kins on one end of a log” boiled down 
into the “West Chester Normal.” Great 
pair! But, alas, politics got into the 
management; Dr. Phillips died and Pro- 
fessor Green resigned and went to an- 
other school. “The Normal” is now 
called “The Teacher’s College,” and is 
no longer so distinctive. You can do 
your own moralizing! 

As older readers of the Corner know, 
I am a great admirer of John Ruskin. 
Ruskin was interested in a school. Here 
is what he says about it: “In my own 
school of St. George I mean to make 
the study of Christianity a true piece of 
intellectual work.” Make Christians of 
them, he means. In another essay he 
warns parents to take great care in the 
matter of teachers for their children. 
Find out who and what these teachers 
are. When we had to select schools for 
our grandchildren. we passed up the big 
famous “liberal” college and sent them 
to the little college where the~faculty 
is distirfetly and emphatically genuine 
Christian, and where “chapel” is still 
honored and “all hands” go. 


“Professor Doubts.”—A good man out 
of the good treasure of his heart brought 
forth that which is good (v. 45). Some 
time ago, at a suggestion in one of the 
lessons, we undertook to define a “good 
man.” It is like trying to define God. 
Our Lord Jesus gives a good definition 
by saying, “A good man out of the good 
treasure of his heart bringeth forth that 
which is good.” 

Now would you call a college profes- 
sor who would for no reason whatever 
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try to “queer” the Christian faith of 
a student “a good man”? What would 
you call him? Well, inat is what I 
would call him, too! 


In considering “Religion in Educa- 
tion,” here is something that has always 
been a great comfort and satisfaction. 
Our Government has had no antire- 
ligious teachers at either of our great 
colleges of West Point and Annapolis. 
In my tract “The Way Up,” I tell about 
the West Point football team, after a 
game at Baltimore, all huddled together 
on the gridiron having a little prayer 
meeting, while 80,000 people stared down 
wonderingly. “Yes, my boy, West 
Pointers are that sort.” 


At Annapolis, Dr. Charles Goddell 
says, “I found 1,200 of the cadets were 
professing Christians and mémbers of 
churches.” Yet there are colleges where 
the “faith busting” professors are toler- 
ated and paid good money for trying to 
block the way to happiness and pros- 
perity of those who are being prepared 
for a career in “God’s Country.” 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
+ 4 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions under which 

ustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Tim 
in advance of the lesson, and should not be 
cli from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
1 text. Beca 





When He Forgot to Shave—Ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free (John 8:32, Golden Text). Some 
years ago there came to the city of Chi- 
cago a man who sold goods for a New 
York concern. He had been stealing 
money from his company until the 
amount totaled a few thousand dollars. 
The man had. worked out a plan by 
which he thought to stifle his conscience. 
He would work hard all day and go out 
to places of amusement at night, and 
remain to a late hour. One day in a 
Chicago hotel, he was stropping an old- 
fashioned razor, and, looking for a piece 
of paper to wipe the blade on, he tore 
out a page from a Gideon Bible. Start- 
ing to wipe the blade, his eye caught 
these words, “The wages of sin is death.” 
Conviction struck his heart, and smooth- 
ing out the page, he read, “The wages of 
sin is death; but the gift of God is eter- 
nal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
The startled salesman read the Bible 
for two hours, and then on his knees 
beside the bed with the Bible open in 


front of him, he acknowledged himself” 


to be a sinner and in need of a Saviour. 
He took Christ as his Saviour, and re- 
alizing that a new life had been be- 
stowed upon him, he wired the firm -in 
New York that he was returning. He 
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made a confession of the stolen money. 
He was not prosecuted and not even dis- 
charged, but allowed to pay back some- 
thing each month out of his salary. Dr. 
Will H. Houghton states that the last 
he heard of this man he was living in 
New Jersey and bearing his testimony 
to the power of the Bible and the sav- 
ing power of his Saviour, Christ Jesus. 
—Condensed from Gideon Magazine. 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


The Blacksmith Knocked—To him 
that knocketh it shall be opened (Matt. 
7:8). In Ohio, one Saturday evening, a 
blacksmith sat down to his supper. He 
was supporting a girl in a mission school 
in India. On his plate had been placed 
a letter just received from India. He 
began to read, but soon said, “Wife, I 
must pray.” The letter in question told 
that this girl was not only resisting 
Christ for herself, but was standing seri- 
ously in the way of others accepting 
Him. Unless a change should come very 
shortly in the girl, the missionary wrote, 
they would be obliged, for the sake of 
the other girls, to send her from the 
school altogether. The blacksmith en- 
tered into his.closet and prayed. Sat- 
urday night in Ohio is Sunday morning 
in India. On that Sunday morning the 
missionary gathered with her class of 
girls in Sunday school as usual The 
lesson, however, had not proceeded far 
until this incorrigible girl leaped from 
her seat, flung herself in tears at the 
feet of the missionary, and wept her 
way to the Saviour. The other girls 
were deeply moved. One by one they 
followed her example, and salvation 
came to the whole class that morning. 
Vital energy had been put forth by prayer 
in Ohio, and, as a result, great things 
came to pass in India.—From Dr. Robert 
Glover, in Gospel Herald. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


“No Answer Expected.”—Or what man 
is there of you, whom if his son ask 
bread, will he give him a stone? (Matt. 
7:9.) Awhile ago I received a letter 
from a friend conveying certain infor- 
mation. Wishing to spare me obligation 
of reply, he concluded with the words, 
“No answer expected.” Is not something 
like this too often an unexpressed foot- 
note to many prayers? David’s prayer 
did not conclude that way. He did ex- 
pect a response. Having spoken to God 
in prayer, he said, “I will hear what 
God the Lord will speak: for he will 
speak peace unto his people? (Psa. 85: 
8). “Prayers that expect no answer,” 
said Spurgeon, “are a misuse of the holy 
art of supplication. Prayers without 
faith are an insult to the attributes of 
God. If thou prayest right, in the name 
of Jesus, expect the Lord to hear thee, 
even as thou wouldst hear thy child if 
he asked bread of thee.” Do we pray 
in holy expectancy?—From Evangelical 
Messenger. Sent by Olive Wentz, Olean, 
N. Y. 
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Lesson for October 22 


What Won the Priest—Therefore all 
things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them: 
for this is the law and the prophets 
(Matt. 7:12). The déther day a well- 
known pastor was called upon to make 
an emergency trip by train, and only 
at the last moment was able to secure 
a Pullman ticket. When he boarded the 
train, however, he discovered a Catholic 
priest in his seat. “Pardon me,” he be- 
gan, “but I believe this is my seat.” 
“You may have paid for it,” the priest 
retorted, “but I have it now.” Some- 
what nettled, the pastor went out to the 
vestibule between cars. The only thing 
to do seemed to be to pray. He did. 
Then he went back to the priest. “I 
am going into the diner,” he said, “and I 
shall be pleased if you will take dinner 
with me.” The priest was embarrassed, 
but accepted the ifivitation. During the 
meal the pastor chatted amiably with 
his companion. As they were about to 
leave he took his Pullman ticket out 
of his pocket and handed it to the priest 
with something like these words: “The 
grace which my Saviour has given me 
allows me to present you with this ticket. 
I am glad to do it for your sake.” The 
upshot of this incident was that the two 
went back to their car, and a little later 
the priest accepted Christ as his personal 
Lord and Saviour. . . . The demonstra- 
tion of the grace of God had proved 
sufficient to open the way of life to an- 
other.—From Sunday School Promoter. 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Are More Resignations Needed?—And 
he spake a parable unto them, Can the 
blind lead the blind? shall they not 
both fall into the ditch? (Luke 6:39.) 
On an American man-of-war the sailors 
crowded around their chaplain asking, 
“Are you a Universalist?” He answered, 
“I am.” “Don’t you believe in hell?” 
‘I do not.” “Well, then,” they answered, 
“will you please resign, for if there is 
no hell we do not need you; and if there 
is a hell, we do not wish to be led 
astray.”—From Prairie Pastor. Sent by 
Mrs. Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


What Do Your Children Read?—For 
a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt 
fruit (Luke 6:43). The boy stood before 
the judge of the juvenile court, charged 
with a crime that had shocked the en- 
tire community and brought grief and 
remorse to his parents. . “Where did you 
get the idea of committing such a deed?” 
asked the judge. “I read it,” replied 
the lad. The judge hesitated a moment, 
while a ‘thousand thoughts passed 
through the minds of all present. “You 
read it,” reiterated the judge. Then 
turning to the boy’s father, he asked 
sternly, “Did you ever take the pains 
to examine the literature your boy was 
reading?” “Why, no, that is, it never 
occurred to me,” responded the man, cut 
to the quick by such a direct question. 
The judge raised his eyes and locked 
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searchingly to the crowd who had gath- 
ered to hear the fate of the unfortunate 
boy. “Who is to blame?” he asked, and 
not waiting for an answer, he added, 
“Do you — teachers, mothers, and fathers 
—realize the tremendous influence of 
character building found in the litera- 
ture that falls into the hands of your 
boys and girls?”—From Home and 
School. Sent by Laura F. Rathbun, Sig- 
nal Mountain, Tenn. 


Religion on the Campus.—For of thorns 
men do not gather. figs, nor of a bramble 
bush gather they grapes (Luke 6:44). 
I have personally observed at close range 
the work done in recent times by the 
Federal Council in its preaching mis- 
sion to the college campus. The en- 
deavors of Bible-loving youth to bring 
to the campus some speaker of truly 
evangelical message have been cleverly 
set aside. Under one excuse or another 
their suggestions have been sidetracked. 
The plain fact is that liberals have a 
set mind against salvation through the 
blood of the cross. I am well acquainted 
with one author of national prominence, 


a man of true Bible convictions, who — 


was asked to share in the campus 
preaching mission. He submitted the 
manuscript as requested, and indicated 
he would feel bound by conviction to 
declare fully. the message it contained, 
but he was forthwith dropped as one 
of the speakers. His very name would 
be instantly recognized by Christians of 
the country as very scholarly and a thor- 
ough Christian gentleman. I sat with 
many others in the large group of 
leaders who set up the plans for the 
preaching mission. I saw the trend of 
emphasis, and asked if the good old Bible 
message of Christ on salvation for the 
individual was to be given, and was 
neatly answered by the statement: 
“There are two views of religion. The 
old traditional view regards it as com- 
plete and perfect because revealed. The 
new conception of religion regards it as 
divine truth in its-origin but completed 
only with the growth and development 
of the spirit of man.”—From Dr. E. B. 
Hart, in Christian Victory. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Mason City, Nebr. Prize 
illustration. 
4 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


T SEEMS wise to say a word of warn- 

ing to teachers who will teach Pri- 
mary children this lesson on prayer. 
The verses given (Matt. 7:7-12), if 
naught else is given about praying, 
would lead a child to expect to receive 
anything for which he asked. My own 
bitter experience along this line makes 
me serious about it. I had learned these 
verses, and I wanted a silk dress, and I 
asked God for it, long and urgently. 
I did not get it. I was about eight or 
nine years old. Then and there I lost 
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Use these beautiful 


ATTENDANCE ‘CARDS 
én your children's classes 





Size 10% x 8 inches 


16 Colorful Designs 


Full-color reproductions of the work 
of famous artists on each card. 
Small gummed seals, each repre- 
senting a Sunday present, are pasted 
on the picture. 

This is a proven method for main- 
taining attendance, increasing the 
offering and bringing in new 
members. 


How They Work 


Give each child in the class a card. 
Every Sunday he is present, give him 
a seal for the card. Each card may 
be used as many as 13 a New 
designs are desirable to keep the 
interest of the class. 


Order Cards and Seals by 
Number and Name 


71 Airplanes 79 The First Easter 
72 Baby Chickens © Re Os Be. 
75 Bunny Rabbits i —— 
74 Butterflies 81 Kitt 
75 Christ 
Gust Tieotne 82 Little Bo Peep 
63 Neah’s Ark 
76 Christmas Tree 
$4 Shetland Penies 
77 Collie Dogs 85 Squirrel 
78 Easter Morning & Turkey 


Seals are sold only in packages of 100. Order by 

same number, same name as cards, except for 

the following: Boys and Girls for Card 75; Candles 

for 76; Puppies for 77; Easter Lilies for 78 and 79; 

Sheep for 80 and 8&2; Assorted animals for 83. 
Cards: 30c per dozen 


$2.50 per 100 
Seals: 15¢ per package 


_—-o— 


Order from Your Religious Supply House 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 
Nashville 2, Tennessee 
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ARROW HEADS 


By Fred Beck 


A startling collection of 660 original proverbs 
and sentence-sermons , . . “straight lines for 
strong living.”” 


**Thought-provoking truths of the Christian iife 
+ « » good for the spare moment’’ r. V. R. 
man, Pres. Wheaton Coil . 
rder nly $2 
THE EVANGELICAL BEACON 
4211 N. Hermitage Ave., Dept. ST, Chicago 





Te POPU 





$7 Commentary 


Thousands say“1T’s THEBEST!” 
Higley’s 1945 Commentary gives 
you 22 outstanding feat Indis- 
pensable to teachers and ‘older stu- 

. dents. Strongly Evangelical. Based 
Sad on International Uniform lessons. 


TRUE i. WHOLE BIBLE 


“The best Dollar’s worth for the average teacher.” 

Moody Church News.“‘A library of aidsin one volume.” 

Arkansas Baptist. Truly spiritual—makes teaching 

easier. 820 pages, nearly 300,000 words. Attractive cloth 

binding with colored jacket. Money-Back guarantee. 
from your Direct 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. TH, Butler, Ind. 
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faith in God, and it was long years be- 
fore I would pray. I said prayers, but 
always with the mental reservation that 
I knew I wouldn’t get anything I asked. 
It was only after I was grown that I 
first heard about praying according to 
His will. That made things right for 
me. Teach the children about praying, 
but that prayers, to be granted, must 
be in line with God’s will. 

A man has two sons, one who is will- 
ful and disobedient, and the other who 
is always obedient, and wants to do just 
what his parents desire. Which one of 
these boys will the father do most for? 
The obedient one, of course. The father 
can let this son have the keys to the 
car, for he can trust him not to go any 
place with it that would be wrong. He 
can let him have the key to his store, 
for he knows this son will never harm 
anything there or let anybody else go 
into the store. He cannot do these things 
with the disobedient son, for he can- 
not trust him. 











e Adults 
¢ Young People 
e Seniors 

e Intermediates 
e Juniors 

e Primary 


FAITHFUL TO GOD'S WORD 


Lesson Quarterlies sought and loved by many. Cover every 
Department and follow the International Lesson topics, 


Also Leaflets and S. S. Papers. 


The Bible Expositor and Illuminator 


A full and complete Lesson Commentary. 192 pages—3 
Monthly Parts each quarter—768 pages a year. Each 

carefully introduced and treated verse by verse. A wide vari- 
ety of valuable suggestions. All the material is Christ-centered. 


* Write for Sample Lesson | oF 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Cleveland, Ohio 
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That is just the way God does with 
us. He can answer the prayers of the 
obedient child who wants to do what 
God wants done, and let this child have 
what he asks for, because it is to be 
used for God’s glory. As I look back on 
my petition for a silk dress, I can see 
why God did not let me have it. I didn’t 
need it. It would have been very much 
out of place, and all I wanted it for 
was to show off, because somebody else 
had one. 


We should try to sense the nearness 
of the Lord Jesus, that He can hear our 
prayers as easily as our father and 
mother could if they sat in our class. If 
they were here, you would ask them 
about things you wanted to know; you 
would ask them for things you want; 
you would tell them things. 


Now the Lord Je@is is here in the 
class with us. We cannot see Him, but 
He can hear what we say. He even 
knows what we think. He loves us more 
even than our own parents do, so we 
can talk to Him, and tell Him things, 
and we can ask Him for things. He 
does not give us everything we ask for, 
because it would not be best for us. 
Our fathers and mothers do not give us 
all we ask of them, because they know 
better than we do. So when we ask 
God for things, we always ought to tell. 
Him that we want it if He wants us to 
have it. God always answers that kind 
of prayer. If you can just think of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as sitting in your 
class with you, you will find it easy to 
talk to Him. He wants you to learn to 
talk to Him. 


There is just one other thing to be 
careful about. You have no right to 
ask God for things until you are His 
child. There is just one way to become 
God’s child. John 1:12 says, “But as 
many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name.”. So 
you must believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ to be a child of God, and only 
God’s children have a right to pray. You 
hear a good deal about people praying 
nowadays, praying for the armies and 
for their sons in the army, and too many 
of these people have no right to ask 
God for anything. We have the right 
only through Jesus Christ, God’s Son. 


It would be a very beautiful thing to 
have the children make a little circle 
and pray their own little sentence 
prayers, if they wish, or teach them a 
prayer to repeat after you. Make 
prayer real to them. Never force 
prayers. Even the little child must pe 
moved to pray before his prayers count, 
but you will be surprised at how many 
children would like to pray if they knew 
how. This is evident by the readiness 
with which children pray at bedtime if 
they have a mother who will teach them 
and pray with them. 


Mopesto, CALirF. 
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Lesson for October 22 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—We 
thank Thee, our Father, for the freedom 
of worship that we have in our coun- 
try, when we realize the duties that 
are laid upon us by the separated life. 
We thank Thee for the numerous gath- 
erings of Thy people for prayer and fel- 
lowship, and for the vast network of 
opportunity for service in Thy name, 
We give Thee thanks for the many in- 
stitutions of learning that are not will- 
ing to give up the teachings of the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints, and 
that there are schools and colleges where 
students are taught to put first things 
first as they learn of the great issues 
of life which are steadily kept before 
them through the teaching of the Word 
of God. May the futility of education 
without a true knowledge of God’s pur- 
poses for man be realized, so that we 
may not allow our educational system 
to depart from the teachings of Thy 
Word. We ask this in the name of the 
Master-Teacher, our Lord Jesus, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Will you please re- 
peat the Golden Text. Yes, but the 
truth that makes us free goes muc 
deeper than the changing opinions of 
men. It is found wherever we need 
light upon life, as revealed in the Scrip- 
tures. When we read God’s messages 
to us we learn from them the true free- 
dom that holds us steady in the midst 
of conflicting opinions, and points us to 
ways of life that are filled with joy and 
blessing. It is the God-led life that 





TRUE EDUCATION INCLUDES 
A\PeLyinG” GOD'S WORD 














counts for most in the uses of life.’ Do 
we have any doubt about a course of 
action? What a wonderful light falls 
upon the way if we take the Word of 
God, apply it to any problem that faces 
us, and see how clearly it reveals to us 
the right way! Does tomorrow’s plan 
of work seem very dark and trouble- 
some to you? Freedom and joy mark 
your day when prayer and thanksgiving 
lead the way into all its precious hours. 
Let us pray, giving thanks to God for 
all that He is so willing to make real 
and wonderful in our lives. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class” 


AY, fellows, there is.just a touch of 
humor in these extracts from the 
Sermon on the Mount which form our 
lesson text today. Think of a father 
picking up a stone and offering it to his 
son who is asking for bread; or giving 
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him a snake when he wants a fish! It 
sounds like feeding “nature stories” to 
children whose need cries out for the 
simple Gospel! There is something so 
ridiculous in the picture that we have 
to smile, until the tragedy of the spir- 
itual parallel comes through. And the 
Master-Teacher wanted us to see the 
tragedy of it. Picture a blind man try- 
ing to lead his fellow blind man, head- 
ing straight to the ditch and both fall- 
ing into it together. What a mess! And 
the Master-Teacher wanted us to look 
upon it asa mess. And quite an unnec- 
essary mess, at that. This is why He 
warns us. 
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1944 MAS 
rao CHRIST cy 

With Cards.... 
Plan now to send our MASTERpiece Christmas 
cards with sound Christian sentiments. Also 


cards for general use that will surprise you 
with their beauty. 


With Tracts.... 

Help meet the need for Chote with our 
special Christmas tracts. Pop proven soul- 

nners Attractive and Msoavieting. Easily 
distribute, ‘eagerly sought. Also tract-casting 
su 
Make this a CHRISTIAN Christmas. 
Early action will avoid disappointment. 
Send 25c for big sample packet of cards 
and tracts. Write today. 


AITH, PRAYER & TRACT LEAGUE 
Dept. T Muskegon Heights, Michigan 














wherifohnns Comes Home to STAY 





Wuen all the “Johnnys” 
come home from the four corners of the 
earth—oh how welcome they will be! 

But our responsibilities to them will not 
be over. In one sense they will just be 
beginning. We must help these boys, who 
have seen life and faced death from the 


- Arctic to the Tropics, pick up and knit 


together their peace-time associations. Our 
towns—our homes—our churches must 
be in order. 

Our churches especially must be ready 
and equipped to welcome and to aid them 
because religion has taken on new reality 
for them. They have prayed, read their 
Bibles and sung hymns with an intensity 
of meaning and earnestness which many 
‘home-front’ Christians have never known. 

Because new song books stir zeal, equip- 
ping your church with “Tabernacle Hymns 
Number Four” is a sure and simple way to 
meet the spiritual needs of our service men, 
This great “Song Book of the Nation” has 
the spiritual depth and tone, the musical 
content and quality, and the triumphant 
Evangelical appeal which is needed NOW. 


A sample copy will 
be sent on request. 
Please give name of 
Church, denomina- 
tion and pastor. 





“* Tabernacle Hymns Number Four” contains 342 heart-warm- 
ing numbers, complete topical index and a large assortment of 
well chosen unison and responsive readings. Available in 
attractive quality cloth binding, only $55.00 a 100, not prepaid. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 


352-P4 North Waller Avenue 


Chicago 44, Illinois 
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The Scroll. 


of the Law 








(Hebrew, Sefer Torah) 
ONE-THIRD ACTUAL SIZE 


Miniature Scroll 
A Beautiful Jewish Antiquity 


The Scroll is the most Sacred 
thing in the Jewish Syna- 


gogue. Christ read His intro- 
ductory message from the 
scroll in the Synagogue. 









Every Bible Student ought to have 


one of these 
OUR OFFER 


We want you to read THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE, edited by 
1 Hoffman Cohn, son of Ex- 

abbi Leopold Cohn, and consid- 
ered by ma Bible students 
the most helpfal paper on prophecy 
and the Jew published in America. It 
gives you inspiring reports of the 
world-wide activities of the American 
Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 

Also, we want you to read the life 
story of Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn, 
written by himself in a sixty-page 
booklet—one of the most thrilling 


stories you have ever read. Jews are 
really accepting the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


The price of the Scroll is 50 cents, 
and THE CHOSEN PEOPLE is 
50 cents a year. Mr. Cohn's autobi- 
ography is 30 cents. Send us $1 and 
we will mail you ALL and enter your 
name for a year's subscription for 
THE CHOSEN PEOPLE ; if not 
satisfied, we'll return your money 
without a question. 


And may we remind you also of the 
continuous need of our Missionary 
undertakings? Our work merits your 
every confidence. It is a program of 
world-wide Gospel testimony to the 
Jews. Your fellowship in prayer and 
gift is always welcomed and appreci- 
ated. THE CHOSEN PEOPLE 
is of course sent to all contributors. 


miniature’ scrolls. 





AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO THE JEWS, INC. 


27 Throop Avenue Brooklya 6, N. Y. 


I enclose $1.00 for which please send me your 


Hebrew Miniature Scroll combination. 





T also joyfully enclose §$.....---..000seseeeeee as my 
a sal in your world-wide Gospel ministry 
to 
Name.....<ce-eeeeeeeee 
Address 
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Yes, my dear fellow, you may well be 
concerned, right now, as to whether or 
not you will follow a blind leader. Youth 
is blind because of inexperience, and to 
a certain degree through ignorance. It 
is vitally important in these your forma- 
tive years that the eyes of your leaders 
are wide open to the Truth. If they are 
not they are headed for the ditch and 
will pull you into it with them. There 
are many false teachers who think it is 
smart to discredit God’s Word, or a part 
of it. God’s Word is a rebuke to them; 
it is a humiliation to their smartness, 
and they don’t like that. It requires the 
simple faith of a little child to accept 
God’s Word in its entirety; but the wis- 
dom of a little child in doing that was 
commended by the wisest of all teachers 
—the Master-Teacher Himself. 

So, in choosing a leader to follow, 
whether he be a pastor, or a Sunday 
school teacher, or a scientist, or a many- 
degreed professor in a university, be 
sure that he holds God’s Word as the 
first authority, that he never even hints 
the slightest discredit to it. Following 
a leader like that you will be safe until 
your own eyes are fully opened, and you 
can confidently walk in the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said, “I am 
the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 
He is “the Word” (John 1:1). Those 
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who turn away from Him fall into the 
ditch. “For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound. doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap 
to themselves teachers, having. itching 
ears; and they shall turn away their 
ears from the truth, and shall be turned 
unto fables” (2 Tim. 4:3). 


JACKSONVILLE, N. C. 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


URING the week, after considering 

the Trouble Box complaints against 
school, pay as long a visit as practical 
to the schoolroom in whijch your pupils 
spend so many hours. Try to under- 
stand their reactions to the teacher, the 
content of the course of study, the inter- 
actions of pupils in the schoolroom and 
on the playground. Probably the trou- 
hles. and your visit will furnish you 
more suggestions for this lesson than 
any outsider could give. 

Introduction for class session: If I 
asked your weekday teacher, would I 
find out just how good a Christian you 
are? You may know a lot about the 
Bible here in Sunday school, but if you 
don’t act like a Christian at school, what 
then? Which should I believe? The 
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Lord Jesus says — (read Luke 6: 43-46; 
Prov. 20:11). 


If the children talk freely in the class 
period, the main task will be to point 
them to the Bible verses that apply to 
their problems. In the case of person- 
ality difficulties between pupil and 
teacher, use “Obey them that have the 
rule over you, and submit yourselves” 
(Heb. 13:17, O verse, also Col. 3: 22-25; 
Eph. 6:5-8; 1 Pet. 2:18). Where there is 
a feeling of unfairness or abuse, 1 Peter 
2:20 is applicable. When the trouble is 
difficulty with the school work, tell the 
story of the talents (Matt. 25:14-30), 
emphasizing that the Lord won’t expect 
them all to get an “A” or a “100” on 
their report cards, but each must do the 
best he can. The man with the one tal- 
ent wasn’t scolded and punished because 
he didn’t get five talents, but because 
he didn’t even increase his one to two. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES for 1945 
By Wilbur M. Smith 


The 71st annual volume of this great commentary. It contains the greatest possible 
wealth of practical help for pastors, teachers,.and Bible students on the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian teaching, so compiled and tabulated that it can be easily 
and effectively used. Maps and pictures in color; over 100 illustrations in the text. $2.00, 


THEREFORE STAND — By Wilbur M. Smith 


A plea for a vigorous apologetic in this critical hour of the Christian faith 


Author and publisher believe this is Dr. Smith’s greatest piece of work — an epochal 
volume which will be received at once as the most important volume on Christian apol- 
ogetics of our day. A large size volume representing something over two years of 
research and writing. - : - - . - - 
WANLESS OF INDIA — By Lillian E. Wanless 

Lancet of the Lord 


The inspiring story of William James Wanless who went to India at the age of twenty- 
four as a medical missionary, and who for forty years trained Christian leaders, cared 
for the lepers, and performed thousands of successful operations. A truly great man 
lives through these biographical pages. - - - 


THE LITTLE JETTS NEW TESTAMENT — By Wade C. Smith 


This is Volume II of The Little Jetts Bible. It is comprised of extracts from the New 
Testament illustrated by the famous “Little Jetts” etchings alongside the Bible text. As 
stated in the previous volume, the Little Jetts is “sketchy” and in no sense is intended 
to take the place of the Bible in reading or study. - : i" -$1.50. 
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IMPROVE YOUR MINISTRY 


Are your messages like piles of good lumber, or 
ate they structures of salvation like the ark? 
LEARN HOW TO BUILD SERMONS 

The 20 Lessons in Homiletics, published by Union 
Bible Seminary, will help the pastor, evangelist, S. S. 
teacher, and prayer-meeting leader to arrange his 
thoughts, to dig out new thoughts, and to present them 
in a psychological way. Fifteen methods of portraying 
Gospel truths are shown in the course. Send $f for 
the 20 lessons, plus The Gospel Minister for 26 weeks. 


Union Bible Seminary, Dept. 182 B, Westfield, Ind. 


Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh 


We secured from Palestine, just before the war 
started, a novelty, symbolic of what the Wise 
Men brought to the young child Jesus Christ as 
gifts. Two small boxes, one containing genuine 
myrrh, the other genuine frankincense; then a 
Palestinian coin, one mil, polished to imitate 
gold. Fine for Sunday school children and to 
give to the Hore Department. 

Last Christmas many Sunday schools bought 
these mementoes in quantities, and we received 
reports of how much joy these little presents 
brought. 

The price for the combination is 50 cents. In 
quantities of 25 or more, 40 cents per com- 
bination. Address 


American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 


27 Throop Avenue, Brooklyn 6, New York 
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“He that is faithful in that which is 
least is faithful also in much” (Luke 16: 
10, H verse). Do you ask the Lord to 
help you to do the best you can? (Matt. 
7:7, 8.) Do you listen carefully when 
the teacher explains the work, and then 
study hard? (2 Tim. 2:15.) Is your work 
honest or copied? Is it as near right 
as you can make it or carelessly done 
—just done, you don’t care whether 
right or wrong? “Even a child is known 
by his doings, whether his work be pure, 
and whether it be right” (Prov. 20:11, 
E verse). For interactions of pupils in 
the schoolroom and on the playground, 
use the A verse (Prov. 15:1); Matthew 
5:44 (includes the L verse); the,Golden 
Rule (Matt. 7:12); “Forgive, and ye shall 
be forgiven” (Luke 6:37, F verse); Ro- 
mans 12:17, 18. 


Did the Lord Jesus go to school when 
He was a boy? Probably, though the 
Bible does not mention it. School was 
usually held in the synagogue, or church 
as we might call it, and taught by an 
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officer of the synagogue. The children 
stood or sat in a semicircle around the 
teacher. The Bible was the main text- 
book, beginning with a study of Levit- 
icus, and a large part of the work was 
memorization. (See Edersheim’s “The 
Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah.) 
The boy Jesus had to learn to read, too: 
He read Hebrew. (Show the class some 
Hebrew writing, or make an enlarged 
letter or two on the blackboard. Con- 
sult a Bible dictionary.) Hebrew was 
read from right to left, and written on 
rolls. (Show a model or a picture of a 
scroll.) The Bible gives us two verses 
that may apply partly to His school work 
— Luke 2:40, 52. 

The Bible is not often a textbook ‘in 
the public school today. Show the pupils 
how their school work should be sup- 
plemented with what they learn from 
the Bible. If you observed a science 
or hygiene class on your visit, link up 
the particular facts discussed with God’s 
creation and His adaptation of all these 
things to our needs. History shows God's 
hand, and geography stresses His love 
for all men. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 715) 

1. Education helps one to be of greater 
usefulness to God and mankind (2 Tim. 2: 
15). 

2. Solomon said, “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom.”’. So an education 
built o: God’s Word is the best. 


3. No, a godless education alienates one 
from enduring values and eternal life (Eph. 
2:12). It makes for better educated pagans, 
more clever criminals. 

4. No, they must be born again. 

5. Yes, by all means. A Christian: young 
person should have the best tools with 
which to work, but he should be rooted and 
grounded in God's Word first. 


6. No born-again believer will question 
the fact that God does answer prayer. But 
it is well to remember not only that God 
hears and answers, but also that we are 
blessed as we pray. 


7. Examine my own life and motives care- 
fully lest I be excusing sin in myself, which 
I would condemn in another. 


8. Reverence for God and His Word. 
ve ; 


_My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


CHRIST-CENTERED EDUCATION 


(<4 KAY! I suppose we'll have to go 

your way. You seem to know 
all the answers today,” called an exas- 
perated young boy to his pal. 

Suppose someone did “know all the 
answers,” and could pass all the quiz 
questions. Would that constitute a thor- 
ough education? What is an education? 
What is a Christian education? Educa- 
tion is drawing upon the accumulated 
knowledge of the past and present,.and 
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putting it to practical use as we live, 
work, and play. Christian education 
is the process of continually seeking 
God’s thoughts. 

Wisdom is available (Matt. 7:7-11). 
Why not acquire it? Mental ability and 
the desire and opportunity to learn 
largely determine how much wisdom 
anyone is going to obtain. Wisdom is 
intangible, and no matter how much 
one person may learn, the supply re- 
mains the same for every other seeking 
mind. This is true in most secular 
knowledge as well as in spiritual things. 
Our lesson gives definite advice on the 
importance of learning God’s thoughts: 

“Ask” God through prayer (1 Kings 
3:9; Jas. 1:5). 

“Seek,” study, analyze, weigh the an- 
swers (2 Tim. 2:15; Prov. 1:5). 

“Knock,” keep at it, practicing, per- 
severing (Eccles. 9:10; Luke 11:9). 

Primary lesson on living: In Matthew 
7:12 we find one of the first lessons that 
should be given to a growing child, and 
one that should follow one through life 
—the Golden Rule. Compare it with 
Micah 6:8, the Golden rule of the Old 
Testament. 

Source of education (Luke 6:39, 40). 
Where do you go for your lessons? Who 
are your teachers? Teachers are not 
formal instructors in a school only. We 
learn also from parents, comrades, read- 
ing matter, experiences, environment, 
and personal research. Seek Christ- 
centered sources of knowledge (John 8: 
32). Christian teachers are one of the 
greatest needs and blessings in the public 
school system. 

Understand other people (vs. 41, 42). 
Most of us during youth formed false 
ideas of our personal progress, believing 
that we knew more than we did, and 
becoming intolerantly critical toward 
others. The Greeks said, “Know thy- 
self.” The Psalmist prayed that God 
might search him, and then lead him 
“in the way everlasting” (Psa. 139). We 
must be thus led in order to understand 
ourselves and get the right appreciation 
of others. 

Result of education (vs. 43-45). An 
education is intended to produce fruit 
in the life, and the educated girl should 
be expected to make a worthy contribu- 
tion to the world in which she lives, a 
contribution which must depend upon 
the aims and ideals that have been built 
up during the process of learning. Christ 
came to give us an abundant life and 
to fill our hearts with such an abundance 
of His wisdom that it would overflow 
into other lives (John 10:10). 

Dedicated education (2 Tim. 2:15). 
What are your motives for continuing 
your education? If your schooldays are 
over, are you going forward in your 
studies? Are you willing to surrender 
your mind and talents to God that He 
might use them to bring honor to Him? 


’ Aupaues, CaLir, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





1. The Deadly Toll of Beverage Alcohol 
(Prov. 23:20, 21, 29-32) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 

HE six short verses of the Scripture 

portion assigned for our lesson em- 
phasize the deadly toll that alcohol 
levies upon its devotees. In verses 20 
and 21 we see the economic toll. Drunk- 
enness begets poverty. We can see this 
with our own .eyes; as we observe that 
drunkenness incapacitates for work, en- 
courages improvidence, and produces a 
spirit of carelessness and lack of respon- 
sibility, 

But there are many economic results 
of alcoholism that are not so apparent. 
They are ferreted out by those who 
make it their business to study absen- 
teeism in busy war plants and the like. 
Here it is seen that alcoholism affects 
economically, not only the user, but a 
more or less wide circle of those asso- 
ciated with him. For instance, it is quite 
common for a working wife to have to 
stay at home in order to care for her 
intoxicated husband. It may be seen 
also in the added drain upon hospitals 
which must care for accident cases due 
to alcoholism. The economic effect of 
alcohol is seen in the unpaid bills caused 
by the flow of money across the bar. 
These concern the grocer, the milk man, 
the baker, and a wide range of busi- 
nesses. ' 


Alcohol takes a social toll. Verse 29 
points out the “contentions” that char- 
acterize those who indulge in alcoholic 
beverages. The local police department 
could give us some astonishing informa- 
tion along this line, if we were to ask 
it. The very fact that, when a break 
comes between employers and labor, as 
in the case of the recent strike of trans- 
portation workers in the city of Phila- 
delphia, one of the first steps taken is 
to close saloons and taprooms indicates 
that even those who use intoxicants ac- 
knowledge that their use breeds trou- 
ble, wrath, and quarreling. Every 
drunkard’s child who runs and hides 
when it hears its father’s uncertain step 
approaching is a pathetic witness to the 
truth of God’s Word when it says that 
intoxicants produce contention, and 
make it difficult if not impossible for 
drunkards to get along with others. 

ve 


The use of intoxicants levies a terrific 
physical toll. The “wounds without 
cause,” and “redness of eyes” (v. 29), 
are but a few of the visible physical 
results of intoxication. We might add 
to them, “one day pneumonia,” “post- 
beer headaches,” “whiskey nerves,” and 
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it an aura of friendliness, warming 
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ber and those who are remembered. 

A unique expression of remembrance 

for any occasion is a lovely, color- 

ful BOOKMARK GREETING—ac- 
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inches, each BOOKMARK GREET- 
ING is carried by an aristocratic 
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The 23rd Psalm rection 
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many others, to say nothing of a great 
company of hidden ailments of liver, 
kidneys, stomach, and heart, directly 
caused or induced by alcoholism, and 
with which every physician has to deal, 
even in so-called moderate drinkers. 
ye 

But lamentable though alcoholic social 
and physical tolls may be, the spiritual toll 
that alcohol exacts is worst of. all. Verse 
29 mentions only two, “woe” and “sor- 
row.” There is a myriad of others. The 
one who indulges in aleohol turns over 
to a drug the God-given control 6f, his 
reason. It is a well-known fact that 
even in small quantities, alcohol takes 
off the brakes, physically, morally, and 
spiritually. It causes the user to enter- 
tain thoughts that never would be en- 
tertained for a moment if he were sober, 
and it causes him to do things that 
would not be tolerated if in his right 
mind. Any automobile insurance com- 
pany will verify this fact, for it knows 
that, even in the simple matter of driv- 
ing a car, a moderate indulgence in alco- 
holic liquors will slow up the driver’s 
reactions to danger and emergency, and 
will cause him to take chances which he 
otherwise would never take. Put a gun 
in the hands of an alcoholic, and these 
same elements of danger are equally 
present. Put him in the place of moral 
temptation, and he is equally unable to 
act normally or with the caution that 
he would employ if he were sober. God’s 
Word warns, “And be not drunk with 
wine, wherein is excess; but be filled 
with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). It is safe 
to yield control of these bodies and 
minds of ours only to one Person, the 
Holy Spirit. When we yield that con- 
trol to anyone else,'or to any drug or 
poison, we are disobeying God and in- 
viting disaster. 

ye 

Finally, we see from our Scripture 
verses that alcoholic liquors are treach- 
erous. They appear attractive and de- 
sirable, but in the end their sting is like 
that of a serpent, which strikes with 
paralyzing and death-dealing effect. In- 
toxicants seem to promote sociability, 
instead, they produce brawling. They 
seem to stimulate and brighten, instead, 
they dull and make foolish and maudlin. 
They produce the feeling that all is well, 
when the real effect upon the health 
and life is just the opposite. Producers 
would have us think that the revenue 
our Government derives from intoxi- 
cants is an important item in reduc- 
ing taxation and expense. Instead, in- 
toxicants increase taxation, because they 
promote improvidence, create sickness 
and ill health, and fill our jails, prisons, 
moral courts, and insane asylums, all 
of which the taxpayer must support. 

Even could we indulge in such mod- 
eration as not to be harmed by alco- 
holics, which is not possible, the Chris- 
tian still could not afford to have any 
part in the use of intoxicants or their 
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manufacture or sale. 
brother’s keeper, and with Paul we must 
say, “If meat cause my brother to of- 
fend, I will eat no flesh while the world 
standeth, lest I make my brother to of- 


We are our 


fend” (1 Cor. 8:13). There can be no 
question that alcohol causes thousands 
upon thousands to stumble every year 
and brings suffering and woe to count- 
less innocent relations and friends. How 
can we then, as followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, have any tolerance for that 
which destroys our fellow ‘men, in body, 
soul, and spirit? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


Children at Home 


The Lost Knives 


Founded on fact 
Nesta Reed 


EE-PAO was coming home from the 

rice fields feeling hot and tired. It 
had been a scorching day, and the Chi- 
nese boy had been left alone to work 
the treadwheel which pumped the dwin- 
dling water to the higher rice fields, 
These were like terraces cut into the 
hillside, and, as the heavy bamboo 
wheel went round, the rice was kept 
covered with muddy water. 

It was hard work, but Fee-Pao knew 
only too well that it was the only way 
to insure their rice bowls being full 
in the winter. Today, however, he had 
done more than his share, for the men 
working with his father were worried 
by the lack of rain and had forgotten 
to relieve him. Famine was staring 
them all in the face, and famine in 
China, after six years of war, was some- 
thing they dared not think of too much. 

The village elders and temple priests 
had declared the patron god of the fields 
was angry because a small Kao-We 
(Jesus Church) had been started in the 
neighborhood. Some of the boys around 
had gone to the teacher’s house to learn 
about the new religion, and had told 
Fee-Pao it was hao-ting (good to hear). 
His parents would not allow him to go 
when he asked them, and as he was their 
only son and had plenty to do in helping 
his father, he really had little time. 
Still in the back of his agile mind, he 
kept on wishing he could go at least 
once. 

Returning home this hot, close eve- 
ning, he flung himself down on the old 
bamboo bench outside. His mother 
brought, him out a bowl of tea, and, as 
he was drinking it eagerly, he remarked: 

“I wish we could learn about the Jesus 
people’s God. Perhaps He could send us 
rain.” 

“Peace, peace, Stupid One,” whispered 
his mother anxiously. “If the unseen 


powers hear such words, they will pun- 
igh us still more.” 
Nevertheless Fee-Pao, alone in the 
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fields next day, knelt down and rever- 
ently bowed himself many times as he 
said, “Oh, God, if there be a God-of- 
Goodness, do send us, please, some rain, 
and someone to teach us to worship 
Thee.” 

That evening a plentiful rain fell; the 
rice crops were saved, and Fee-Pao was 
in great delight. 

“My prayer is truly answered,” he 
thought. “And now the God will also 
send someone to teach us about Him, 
perhaps.” 

The boy was just as anxious to have 
the rest of his prayer granted, for he 
repeated it daily as he worked in the 
fields, 

“We shall have a fat rice crop after 
all,” his father remarked one evening. 
“Tomorrow, they say, is a lucky day to 
cut, so we must start early.” 

“I will see that everything is gotten 
ready tonight,” said Fee-Pao, for he was 
always willing to help, and a joy to his 
parents. 

He ran off and found several knives 
used to cut the rice, for friends and 
neighbors would be helping them on the 
morrow. Next day he and his father 
would be doing the same for them; and 
as threshing is thirsty work Fee-Pao got 
ready the water buckets, so there was 
nothing left to do in the morning. 

Before dawn, they started for the dis- 
tant hillside, and the boy worked so 
hard until dusk that he was tired out. 

“You are weary, my son,” said his 
father when at last they ended their 
long day’s toil. “Here, let me carry those 
reaping knives; we are the last of all 
to go home.” 

The boy was not sorry to transfer the 
bundle of knives, but as he did so he 
cried out, “Oh, my father, there are two 
missing. I must have dropped them by 
the way. Let me return to look.” 

“Not. so, my son, it is too dark; but 
see there are two strangers coming be- 
hind us; perhaps they have seen them.” 

Fee-Pao looked around quickly as two 
Chinese men in long scholar’s robes 
came up. 

“Great peace to you, Elder Brother,” 
they said politely. “Have you lost any- 
thing, that you look so troubled?” 

“Yes, truly,” said the farmer “—two 
reaping knives; and everything is so 
costly now.” 

The younger man smiled as he pro- 
duced them from his carrying bag. “We 
thought you might have dropped them, 
so hurried to overtake you.” 

His companion added, “We come from 
the village of Bah-Mao-San: [White Cat 
Hill], and have good news to tell you.” 

The farmer bowed. “I-yah,” he said 
sadly, “there is now nothing very good 
to hear in our country.” 

“That may seem so, Elder Brother, but 
truly we have glad tidings to impart.” 

“My pigsty home is no place to invite 
you gentlemen to enter, but deign to 
come and share our poor supper,” said 
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Fee-Pao’s father, with all the eager hos- 
pitality of his people. 

The men hesitated, but suddenly Fee- 
Pao broke in eagerly. 

“Oh, honored sirs, do please come, 
Perhaps you can tell us about the Jesus- 
God, for I know one or two boys who 
go to the White Cat village to worship 
Him. God heard my prayer for rain, 
and I asked Him to send us a teacher, 
too. Every day I ask Him still.” 

That decided Mr. Wong and his com- 
panion to accompany them, although it 
was so late. 

They stayed overnight at Fee-Pao’s 
home, and the good news of God’s love 
was received by the family. 

“What a blessing it was that I lost 
those knives,” thought Fee-Pao. “I don’t 
believe my father would ever have let 
them into the house if he had not been 
so grateful to them. God does use all 
sorts of small things to grant our 
prayers.” 


WorrtHinc, Sussex, ENG. 
+ 4 


Soul-Winning in the Northwest 


(<4 E DELIGHTETH not in the 

strength of the horse: he taketh 
not pleasure in the legs of a man. The 
Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear 
him, in those that hope in his mercy” 
(Psa. 147:10, 11). But one of the world’s 
greatest runners is also a humble Chris- 
tian, and therefore God is mightily us- 
ing him. He is Gil Dodds, the world 
champion miler. 

This past summer Dodds gave his tes- 
timony in the meetings conducted by the 
Christ for America Movement, of which 
Horace F. Dean is chairman, and the 
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Montana Gospel Crusade, directed by 
Pastor Walter J. Feely of Billings. The 
runner’s reputation opened many a door 
that would otherwise have remained 
closed. Thirty-seven meetings were held 
in sixteen cities and towns, and seven- 
teen of these were broadcast by radio. 
It was estimated that twenty thousand 
persons attended the meetings, while 
forty per cent of the whole population 
of Montana and adjoining states were 
reached by radio. 

The Montana Gospel Crusade has 
eleven weekly broadcasts, and more than 
five thousand listeners are enrolled in 
the eight Bible courses prepared by 
Mr. Feely. In reporting the summer’s 
campaign, Mr. Dean wrote: 


Irreligion for the most part characterizes 
the whole area. Romanism grips the people 
in the larger cities, and what little spiritual 
tendency is not embraced by Catholicism 
has been blighted by strong radical and 
even infidel liberalism, so-called. The edu- 
cational system is largely controlled by the 
unbelieving, who have for years foisted 
their behavioristic teaching on generations 
of young people now grown to maturity. 


God is working here, and there are twen- 
ty-five or thirty . .. men scattered over 
the area who are building true to the Word 
and are pastoring their small but faithful 
flocks. Recently these have formed the 
Montana Gospel Fellowship. Pray for this 
group and for its enlargement. At each town 
a well-ordered preparation had been made 
by our sponsor under the guidance of Mr. 
Feely. . . . Because of frequent prejudice 
against the church and to remove every 
obstacle in reaching the unsaved, our meet- 
ings were held in public buildings. -Nine 
were in high school auditoriums, two in 
city halls, ... etc. Multitudes came great 
distances, fifty and more miles to attend 
the services. ... 

Gil ran in two exhibition races, the first 
at Montana State Teachers’ College at Boze- 
man in a two mile cross-country against 
two hundred Air-Reserve Corps boys under 
eighteen years. The second at the great 
Midland Counties Fair in Billings before 
ten thousand persons in the stands. The price 
in both cases was merely an opportunity for 
Gil to speak and this was granted! What 
a thrill to hear this wholly consecrated 
young man exalt the Lord Jesus Christ. At 
Helena, the capital of Montana, twenty-five 
young people came out openly for Christ, 
including a dozen Navy men in training at 
Carroll College. At Miles City, nearly thirty 
young men in the Industrial School there 
openly accepted Christ. At Lewistown 
fourteen others. and in many other places 
we witnessed visible results. 


The Bible correspondence courses, as 
a follow-up of the radio ministry, are 
to be commended. Those who would 
like to know more about them may 
write to the Rev. Walter J. Feely, Box 
1616, Billings, Montana. If further in- 
formation is desired concerning the sum- 
mer campaign, or coming meetings in 
other cities, readers may write to the 
Christ for America Movement, Land 
Title Building, Philadelphia 10, Pa. 


We should always take great trials and 
great temptations as the forerunners of 
great blessings and growth of fellowship 
with God.—Robert C. Chapman. 
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The Christian Business Men’s 
Convention 


HE annual convention of the Chris- 

tian Business Men’s Committee In- 
ternational will be held in Minneapolis, 
October 19-21. The churches of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis will be open on Sunday, 
the 22nd, to the testimony of laymen 
delegates to the convention. The annual 
communion service will be held in Hotel 
Radisson, Wednesday evening, October 
18, for all delegates who arrive on Wed- 
nesday. There will be a closing mass 
meeting on Sunday afternoon, October 
22, in the Minneapolis Municipal Audi- 
torium. Hotel Radisson is the head- 
quarters for the convention. 

This is the seventh annual convention 
of the C.B.M.C.I., which is “an associa- 
tion of Christian businessmen’s commit- 
tees of evangelical faiths whose purpose 
and aim is to make Christ known as 
Saviour and Lord.” The general chair- 
man of the convention is Dr. T. A. Han- 
sen, 1527 East Lake St., Minneapolis. 
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Association of Christian 
Service Organizations 


ECENTLY there met in conference 

in Chicago delegates representing 
nearly 125 Christian service centers. 
Encouraging reports were given of the 
work being done, of thousands of serv- 
icemen who have dropped to their knees 
and accepted Christ in the offices of these 
centers, thrilling stories of men con- 
verted aboard ship, in battle zones, and 
in hospital wards. 

Plans were made and discussed with 
regard to having capable instructors con- 
duct courses in personal work for those 
who desired to engage in winning men 
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to Christ. There was recognized the 
outstanding need for some adequate fol- 
low-up system for keeping in touch with 
those who have been reached in these 
various centers. Andrew Chisholm, 
supervisor of the Soldiers’ and Airmen’s 
Christian Association of Toronto, stated 
that their organization in Britain has 
record of 1,000 fellows in the Eighth 
Army who are prepared to go into defi- 
nite Christian work when they return 
from the war. 

There is now in working order a plan 
by which 20,000 men in the armed forces 
are being reached regularly through a 
servicemen’s directory. The names of 
those who decide for Christ are kept in 
this master directory for follow-up work 
with letters and literature. It was also 
suggested that these centers in the heart 
of town be converted after the war into 
youth activity centers where young peo- 
ple can get together beyond denomina- 
tional lines. 2 

Resolutions were passed to bring about 
a closer association of the general activ- 
ity of service centers. This resulted in 
the formation of an organization to be 
known as the Association of Christian 
Service Organizations, with an executive 
committee elected by the conference, 
consisting of eleven men who have been 
leaders in this work. George England, 
of the Hospitality House, Minneapolis, 
and Harry A. Jaeger, Director of Serv- 
icemen’s Department, Gospel Publishing 
House, Springfield, Mo., are co-chairmen 
of the new organization. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
October 16 to 22 

Moh.—Matthew 5:1-12. The Beatitudes. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed.” The 
“blesseds” of Christ are sweet subjects 
for our thought. They show for what 
behavior the Lord loves to give special 
favors. These “blesseds” all have the 
state of the inner life in view. Chris- 
tian, how many of these beatitudes have 
you made your own? Pray that the 
grace of Christ fill and flood your inner 
life so that your outward life may, in 
all things, please Him. 

Tues.—Luke 6:39-45, 
The Blind Leading the Blind. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “Can the blind 
lead the blind?” Those deprived of 
either natural or spiritual sight are dan- 
gerous leaders. People whose judgment 
is spoiled by sin, or who are purposely 
ignorant, will lead others astray. All 
who are sure they know better than 
Christ are “blind leaders of the blind.” 
Pray for humility of mind and heart, 
not trusting in yourself, trembling when 
praised, quiet and loving under unkind- 
ness, ready to do good even to enemies. 
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Wed.—Deuteronomy 6:4-12, 
Education in the Law. 
Prayer Svuecestions: “These words, 
which I command thee this day, shall 
be in thine heart.” A knowledge of 
God’s Law is necessary for appreciation 
of the Gospel. The saving message is 
welcomed by those who know the con- 
demnation of the Law. By the Law 
Paul knew sin (Rom. 7:7, 8). The Law 
is for the lawless (Eph. 6:1-3; 1 Tim. 1: 
9). Use the Law for conviction, but the 
Gospel for salvation. Pray to under- 
stand better the use of God’s Law: in 
producing consciousness and conviction 
of sin. 
Thurs.—Nehemiah 8:1-3, 8-10. 
Ezra Teaches God’s Law. 
PRAYER SuGGcESTIONS: “Ezra the scribe 
stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they 
had made for the purpose . . . opened 
the book in the sight of all the people 
. . » read in the book the law of God 
distinctly, and gave the sense, and catised 
them to understand the reading.” Chris- 
tian information alone will not convict 
and convert sinners or insure Christian 
behavior. The application of God's 
Word by the Holy Spirit is necessary 
to produce spiritual results. Pray for 
ministers of the Ezra kind in’ the 
churches of our- land. 
Fri.—Galatians, 1:11-24, Paul’s Training. 
PRAYER SvuccesTions: “It pleased God, 


who .. . called me by his grace, ... to 


reveal his Son in me.” Paul’s training 
in the Jew’s religion seemed wonderful 
until he knew Christ. He was taught 
more by “revelation of Jesus Christ” 
than by all other teachers. His Gospel 
was not received from man but taught 
by the revelation of Jesus Christ. We 
never need to unlearn anything we learn 
from Christ. Pray that Christ will teach 
you by His Holy Spirit the deep things 
of God found in His Word. 
Sat.—Psalm 119:97-104. Delight in God’s Law. 

PRAYER Svuccestions: “O how love I 
thy law! it is my meditation all the day.” 
God’s Law affords boundless pleasure. 
Christ delighted in it. It was written 
in His heart (Psa. 40:7, 8). The word 
of wisdom and revelation sets forth in 
fairest lines the perfections of God and 
our own imperfections. Feet are safe 
if hearts delight in God’s Law. Pray 
for God’s greater blessing upon Sunday 
schools. 
Sunday.—2 Timothy 2:15; 3$:14-17. 

Timothy’s Training. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “From a child 
thou hast known the holy scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus.” Timothy’s home 
training was in the Word of God. 
This is Christian education. Fixing — 
God’s truth in the mind and heart of 
a child is what God wants done. 
Bible stories are good; but inculcating 
God’s Word is better. What God says 
is the most important, word for chil- 
dren. Pray for more home teaching 
of the Scriptures. 
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